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Globalization
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Covers 38% of employees

Walmartization
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Under-insurance

• 76% of persons bankrupted by medical 
illness had health insurance at the onset of 
the illness that bankrupted them
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Not a Free Market

• The U.S. health system is a publicly-funded, 
for - profit system.   Market reforms in 
Europe would imitate the U.S. health 
system.
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For-Profit Hospitals Cost 19% More
Source: CMAJ 2004;170:1817
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For-Profit Hospitals’ Death Rates are 2% Higher
Source: CMAJ 2002;166:1399
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Public Funding for HMOs

• The U.S. government’s Medicare program 
(which insures all elderly Americans) 
currently pays private HMO’s 111% of the 
cost of caring for patients under traditional 
Medicare.
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Doctors Urged to Shun the Sick

• “We can no longer tolerate patients with complex 
and expensive to treat illnesses being encouraged 
to transfer to our group”

• Source:  memo from head of California university hospital
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For-Profit Dialysis Clinics’ Death Rates are 9% Higher

Source: JAMA 2002;288:2449
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PHYSICIANS FOR A NATIONAL HEALTH PROGRAM
29 EAST MADISON
SUITE 602
CHICAGO, IL 60602
TEL: (312) 782-6006

WWW.PNHP.ORG
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Contact information

• Steffie_Woolhandler@hms.harvard.edu

www.pnhp.org


